PERMANENCY COUNSELING

The primary goals in preparing a youth for permanency are to: assure readiness for a connection with a permanent family; engage the youth in their permanency planning process; and involve them in identifying potential permanency resources. This is a multi-step process that should fully engage the youth at every stage. This level of youth involvement, however, is not always practiced with regularity. In fact, some judges report that permanency preparation often appears to consist primarily of asking the youth if they would like to be adopted and if the youth replies “no,” the permanency work ends there. This apparent “resistance” can be an excellent starting point to help the youth understand their needs and fears around permanency. On the other hand, youth that do agree with the permanency goal are not always subsequently engaged in their permanency planning process. It is important for judges to ask follow-up questions of the caseworkers and offer assistance to them to move the permanency work forward. This high level of expectation by the courts sends the message that all children deserve a legal and permanent family.

Websites and Additional Resources
Permanency Pact: A Tool To Support Permanency in Foster Care

Author: Foster Club, 2006.

Foster Club’s tool is designed to encourage life-long, kin-like connections between a young person and a supportive adult. A Permanency Pact creates a formalized process to connect youth in foster care with a supportive adult. The process of bringing the supportive adults together with youth and developing a “permanency pact” has proven successful in clarifying the relationship and identifying expectations. A committed, caring adult may provide a lifeline for a youth, particularly those who are preparing to transition out of foster care to a life on their own. 

This tool can be accessed on the Foster Club website at http://transition.fosterclub.com/article/permanency-pact
You Gotta Believe

You Gotta Believe!, The Older Child Adoption and Permanency Movement, Inc, is a homeless prevention program that seeks to prevent homelessness by finding permanent moral and legal adoptive homes for teens and preteen children. You Gotta Believe's sole mission as an organization is to develop innovative ways to find adoptive and other permanent parents for teens and pre-teens in the New York State foster care system before they leave foster care.

For more information please contact: Pat O’Brien, Executive Director, ygbpat@msn.com
http://www.yougottabelieve.org/us.htm
FosterClub
This website provides foster youth between the ages of 14 and 23 opportunities to become involved, informed, and independent in their transitioning journey towards adulthood. Along with the website, FosterClub offers the fyi3 binder, which is a road map for youth to become more involve in their case plan.

 http://fyi3.com/
California Permanency for Youth Project (CPYP)
The California Permanency for Youth Project (CPYP) started January 2003 as a result of a five year grant awarded by the Stuart Foundation. The goal of the project is to achieve permanency for older children and youth in California so that no youth leaves foster care without a lifelong connection to a caring adult. 

http://www.cpyp.org/
Technical Assistance Brief: Asking the Right Questions II: Judicial Checklist to Meet the Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Foster Care

Author: Sophia Gatowski, Ph.D, Tracy Medina, and Megan Warren, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges
The Education Checklist is a tool that judges can use to make inquiries about the educational needs of children and youth under their jurisdiction, with the goal of positively impacting their educational outcomes and preparing them for successful adulthood. The Checklist was extensively field tested by judges from around the country who evaluation its practical utility, content, and comprehensiveness by using the checklist in their dependency court hearings.

This tool can be accessed at the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges website:

http://www.ncjfcj.org/images/stories/dept/ppcd/pdf/EducationalOutcomes/education%20checklist%202009.pdf
There’s No Place Like Home: A Guide to Permanency Options for Foster Youth
Author: Sacramento County Ruby Slippers Project
This permanency handbook was developed by a youth leader as part of the California Permanency for Youth Project and Sierra Adoption Services collaboration. It is being distributed to youth, resource families, social workers, and community partners in Sacramento County in an effort to improve permanency outcomes for older youth. The guide is a tool for child welfare staff serving youth in foster care to engage them in the permanency process and inform and educate them about their many permanency options.  There is also a permanency chart at the end of the guide comparing the legal, financial, and psychosocial benefits of the different permanency options.
For more information please contact Laurie Slothower at slothowler@sacounty.net
UNRESTRICTED

