Permanency Plans for our Children and Youth

What Are the Comparisons Between  Different Forms of Permanence?

Develop a comparison chart to keep track of the permanency options you have heard about and will consider as you participate in permanency decisions for the children or teens in your care. 
There are several forms of creating or reinforcing permanent family connections between a child who has come into contact with the foster care system and a family.    All of these options are intended to allow caregivers to make a lifelong commitment to children who, in many cases, cannot live with their birth parents.  There are some differences between these types of commitments, and so it is important that birth parents, relatives, adoptive parents, guardian, other caregivers and youth take these commitments seriously, with the understanding that they are participating in a lifelong relationship with the child or teen.  Thus, it is very important for caregivers and youth themselves to discuss these options thoroughly with caseworkers, attorneys, children, youth, and other family member before making a final decision about what is best for them. This chart helps distinguish some differences between these permanency options.
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